South Park Proposal

Residents of South Park Street, between First Street and Maxwell Lane, are preparing an application for a grant to install tree plots that would also serve as storm water planters. The application will be submitted to the City's Housing and Neighborhood Development Department.  The grant (along with a local match) would cover the cost of the planters, the trees, their installation, and additional landscaping. If the grant is awarded, the installation would be done contractors arranged through the City of Bloomington. 
The proposed project would install tree plots/storm water planters along the 800 block of South Park Street, just north of Bryan Park, for the purpose of:

1) establishing trees along the street in keeping with other streets in the neighborhood and 
2) piloting storm water planters as a means of managing storm water and diverting excess flows from city sewers. 
If you would like more information on the project, or are interested in getting involved, please contact Jacqui Bauer at jacqui.chan71@gmail.com. 

Street trees have a number of benefits. Beyond the simple benefit of improving the aesthetics of the street, they can also help reduce cooling costs for neighboring homes by providing shade, and have also been shown to increase property values, This project will help re-introduce trees along a street that has lost at least four significant trees in the last five years in the limited planting space that currently exists.
The proposed project will also test the concept of storm water planters similar to those established in Portland, Oregon and other locations as a low-cost solution to storm water management challenges. While traditional streets channel storm water into sewers, potentially overwhelming receiving streams with pollution and contributing to flooding, storm water planters and other features of “green streets” partially treat storm water on-site. Because South Park Street has had only limited problems with flooding, this project would allow us to test the idea with minimal pressure, developing the concept for application in other areas of the city with more serious flooding problems.
The proposal has been discussed with City Engineering, City of Bloomington Utilities, the City Forester, with several neighbors on the 800 block of South Park Street, and with Elm Heights Neighborhood Association, and has received input and largely positive feedback.  Last spring, the neighborhood association voted to support the project..
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